THE PRINCE BECOMES BUDDHA.                     I?

wander into the wilderness and, leading a mendicant"s
life, to find the path of deliverance."                         I0

The celestial messenger heard the resolution of
Siddhartha with approval.                                        31

"Now, Indeed/7 he added, "Is the time to seek
religion. Go out, Siddhartha, and accomplish your
purpose. For thou art Bodhisattva, the Buddha-elect ;
thou art destined to enlighten the world.                   12

"Thou art Tathagata, the perfect one, for thou wilt
fulfil all righteousness and be dh arm a -raj a, the king of
truth. Thou art Bhagavant, the Blessed One, for thou
art called upon to become the saviour and redeemer of
the world.                                                                18

"Do thou fulfil the perfection of truth. Though the
thunderbolt descend upon thy head, yield thou never
to the allurements that beguile men from the path of
truth. As the sun at all seasons pursues his own
course, nor ever goes on another, even so If thou for-
sake not the straight path of righteousness, thou shalt
become a Buddha.                                                      S4

"Persevere in thy quest and thou shalt find what
thou seekest. Pursue thy aim unswervingly and thou
shalt reach the prize. Struggle earnestly and thou

shalt conquer. The benecIIHIol^^                     of all

saints, of all that seek light Is upon thee, and heavenly
wisdom guides thy steps. Thou shalt be the Buddha,
our Master, and our Lord ; thou wilt enlighten the
world and save mankind from perdition."                 l:*

Having thus spoken, the vision vanished, and Sid-
dhartha's soul was filled with peace. He said to him-
self :                                                                                           3(l

" I have awakened to the truth and I am resolved
to accomplish my purpose. I will sever all the ties